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Welcome to Silhillians

Colts action from Long Buckby

Today we welcome all who are associated with 
Silhillians for our fi rst home league game of 2019. This 
game is also doubling as our 1/4r fi nal Warwickshire 
Shield tie after we were drawn together earlier this 
week. This is the second of the return league fi xtures 
and earlier in the season Kenilworth won a close game 
24-14 at Silhillians, scoring a late bonus point try at 
the end of the match courtesy of the referee deciding 
the advantage he was giving Silhillians was over and 
allowing Ed Hannam to intercept and score under the 
posts for a precious bonus point. Up until then it was a 
close game and we were under the cosh a bit holding 
on to our three point lead. This was part of a torrid start 
to the league season for Silhillians, losing their opening 
four games before stabilising with a win at home over 
Leamington. Since then they have won fi ve of their last 
seven games with wins over Old Coventrians, Rugby St 
Andrews, Southam, Barkers Butts and Evesham (last 
week, an impressive 41-12). They are currently lying 
in sixth spot in the league with their six wins and six 
losses, scoring 306 points and conceding 235 and 
gaining 4 try bonus points and 5 losing bonus points. 
The latest stats posted on their web site show their top 
points scorer to be scrum half Tom Lee, with full back 

Matt Lee the top try scorer. They are being coached 
by Gareth Taylor and Mark Evans who are assisted by 
Andrew Clutterbuck.

Of interest is the fact that at the end of this season 
Silhillians are planning to dig up their current fi rst XV 
pitch and install a 3/4G pitch ready for the start of 
the new 19/20 season and I am sure they will wish to 
ensure they are playing level 7 rugby on it.

Of further interest to us is the progress that they 
made in the Intermediate Cup in the 16/17 season. 
They won the Midlands Division with superb wins 
over Spartans and Rugby Lions and in the semi fi nal 
they lost at home to West Leeds in front of a very big 
crowd. Here is hoping we can match these heroics and 
hopefully take one more step to Twickenham.

In the event of a draw at normal time today, and 
to decide the Shield part of the fi xture, two periods 
of ten minutes will be played. If after two periods of 
extra time the scores are still level, the team that has 
scored the most tries shall go forward, into the next 
round. If this does not produce a result, the team that 
has scored most goals from tries shall go forward 
into the next round. If a result is still not forthcoming 
Silhillians will be awarded the tie.
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SEASON STATS TO DATE
Team Top kicker Top try scorer Total points stats

1st XV Josh Emery (24c, 7p):  Ed Hannam (15) Josh Emery, 84 
  69 (56%)    p15, w14, l1

COLTS Dan Sibley (5c):10 Henry Woods (7) Henry Woods, 35  p10, w7, l2, d1

2nd XV Henry Horbill (8c): 16 Neil Sutherland, Cory Neil Sutherland, 39  
   Joy & Sam Williams (5)  p6, w5, l1

PIRATES Andy Fox (2c), 4 Andy Fox & Luke Brown (2) Andy Fox, 14 p1, w1

LADIES Becki Lewis (18c): 36 Sophie Henry (8) Becki Lewis, 41 p11, w3, l8
Weekly stats are posted on the notice board with monthly stats on the web site.

THIS WEEKS OTHER FIXTURES
Earlsdon v Southam
Evesham v Barkers Butts
Kidderminster v Rugby St Andrews
Leamington v Old Laurentians
Nuneaton Old Eds v Old Coventrians

TODAY’S LUNCH
Today’s lunch is to reward our many Volunteers 

for the hard work that they put into the club over the 
season and we trust that you enjoy the complimentary 
food on offer. Without Volunteers the club would not 
survive and if you are a member of the club and do not 
participate in any role then have a think of what you 
could do. Your help would be very much appreciated.

MIDLANDS 2 West (South)
What a good week last week was with our 

nearest challengers Kidderminster losing 22-21 at 
Old Laurentian (OL’s coming back from being 8-21 
down with ten minutes remaining). Nuneaton Old 
Eds and Earlsdon also lost at Southam and Earlsdon 
respectively. This now means we have a four point 
lead over Kidderminster and eight over Old Laurentian. 
At the foot it is Old Coventrians who trail Rugby St 
Andrews by four points and Southam by seven.

MIDLANDS 2 West (South)
Team  P      W      D      L     PF     PA Pts 
Kenilworth                      12     11      0      1    377    154    54
Kidderminster                   12     10      0      2    392    202     50
Old Laurentians                 12     10      0      2    315    232      46
Nuneaton Old Edwardians         12      8      0      4    270    232      39
Earlsdon                       12      7      0      5    270    197      35
Silhillians                     12      6      0      6    306    235      33
Barkers Butts                   12      5      0      7    266    295   25
Leamington                      12      3      0      9    242    258     22
Evesham                         12      4      0      8    188    306      20
Southam                         12      3      0      9    171    299      17
Rugby St Andrews                12      3      0      9    205    404      14
Old Coventrians                 12      2      0     10    200    388      10

Please note that you can now access the results and league tables for our 
First XV, Colts, 2nd XV and Ladies from the home page of the web site.

In Midlands Premier (level 5) two points separate 
Scunthorpe, Newport and Bridgnorth at the top with 
Doncaster Phoenix and Syston at the foot. In Mids 

1west (level 6) Bromsgrove are one point ahead of 
Newbold at the top with Moseley Oak and Malvern 
at the foot.

In our feeder league, Mids 3 west (south) – now 
depleted by the withdrawal of Dunlop, it is Pinley who 
are leading, fi ve points ahead of Shipston.

LADIES
Since I last reported the Ladies have played two 

games, losing to Bletchley in the Intermediate Cup 
before Christmas then a loss to Lichfi eld ladies II’s in 
the league last Sunday.

The cup game was an entertaining affair and the 
result was a refl ection on the previous week’s league 
game, losing to a similar score-line of 24-49. They were 
always the better side but we put up a god display and 
never gave up, despite having a depleted team and 
losing more players on the day to injuries. One very 
big plus point was winger Holly Glover, performing 
well and scoring a try in her fi rst senior appearance. 
She repeated her try in her second game last weekend 
against a powerful Lichfi eld Ladies II’s and a 20-50 loss. 
We have now dropped to 7th (of 8) in the league, well 
ahead of Old Leamingtonians Ladies. 

Tomorrow they take on 3rd placed Buckingham 
Swans at home, 2pm kick off.

The Ladies are actively seeking new players and 
to assist in this recruitment campaign they are holding 
an ‘Inner Warrior’ event on Wednesday 17th January 
at 7-8.30pm on the main pitch.

Warrior Camps are a fun-packed, commitment-free 
way to get outside, get muddy and experience the 
dynamic, exhilarating sport of rugby for the fi rst time. 
With plenty of help on hand, our coaches and players 
will introduce you to the basics of rugby – passing, 
kicking and tackling, coupled with enjoyable fi tness 
routines – helping you step out of your comfort zone 
and unearth your Inner Warrior.

Training for the Ladies is Weds & Thurs 7-8.30pm 
and to email ladies@kenilworthrugby.co.uk if anyone 
would like any more information.

RFU INTERMEDIATE CUP: 
WARWICKSHIRE SHIELDS

We are now in the last four of the Midlands 
Division of the RFU Intermediate Cup and have been 
drawn away to Olney, next week, 19th January. The 
other semi final is Kidderminster at home to Old 
Laurentian. Olney are currently riding high in Mids 2 
east (south) where they now lead the league by six 

points from St Ives, winning 11 and losing 1, scoring 
383 points with 178 against. We last played them in a 
fi rst round tie at Kenilworth early in the 17/18 season, 
losing 14-22. We were missing a few that day and here 
is hoping, being potentially only three games away 
from Twickenham, we can put out a full strength squad 
and give this cup a real go – we will never ever have 
a better chance of getting to a fi nal at Twickenham.

Should we defeat Olney then the Midlands Final 
(against either Kidderminster or Old Laurentian) will 
then take place on 16th March with the winners taking 
on the North Division winners on the 20th April for a 
place at Twickenham. There are reserve weekends 
of 9th & 23rd Feb in case of adverse weather. I have 
checked the Northern Division for potential opponents 
and it would appear that there are now only six teams 
participating in two pools, these being Novocastrians, 
South Shields Westoe, Old Rishworth & Bolton, 
Aspatria, Bowdon.

In the Warwickshire Shield we have been drawn 
against (today’s opponents) Silhillians  and this is being 
played as a double header today. The other ties are 
Earlsdon v Stoke Old Boys, Pinley v Old Leamingtonians 
& Spartans v Old Coventrians and these are to be 
played next weekend.

In the Warwickshire 2nd XV Shield we have drawn 
Spartans away with the other tie being Silhillians v 
Leamington. These are to be played on or before the 
27th January.

GARETH RENOWDEN 
Bobby Br idge of  the 

Coventry Evening Telegraph 
asked clubs from levels 5 down 
to submit players (maximum of 
two per club) for consideration 
in a local “Rugby Union Team 
of the Year” and our very own 
Gaz Renowden has made the 
team at scrum half. Well done 
(again) Gareth!

Ed Hannam - current top try scorer
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Silhillians
LAST 12 LEAGUE GAMES:LLLLWLWLWWWW

Maroon with Blue & White
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18............................................................

Kenilworth
LAST 12 LEAGUE GAMES: WWWWLWWWWWWW

Blue with Yellow Flashes

1....................................... Rhidian Booth

2............................................Harry Abell

3.................................... David Bromfi eld

4......................... Tondhi Mpambawashe

5................................................Josh Fox

6...........................................Nick Gerber

7...................................Mikkel Andresen

8........................Bobby Thompson (Capt)

9.................................Gareth Renowden

10...........................................Alex Selby

11......................................... Josh Emery

12...................................Charlie Stevens

13..........................................Ed Hannam

14....................................... Ollie Burman

15....................................... Josh O’Brien

16........................................... Jack Read

17...................................... Sam Harrison

18..................................... Ollie Sharples

Player Sponsors
Player Sponsor

Edward Hannam Rapport Design 

Bobby Thompson  Hannam’s Removals 

Matthew Gibson FitnessWorx 

Alex Selby EHB Residential td 

Adam Turner  The Bright Media Agency

Edward Hunter Bear Cleaning Services 

Mikkel Andresen Eden Electrical Services

Rhys Jones Smith Jones Solicitors

Sam Went OCD (Outside Cleaning Direct) 

Marcus Andrew Harris Lamb 

Ollie Burman Groundwater Dynamics 

Will Johnson Kenilworth RFC

Today’s referee: 
Roy Shallcross

Warwickshire Society

Player Sponsor

Nick Gerber Mrs Helen Shaw 

Gareth Renowden Mr Adam Turner

Harry Abell  Harrison Beale & Owen

Jonny Openshaw Drohan Builders Ltd 

Dan Roberts A.P Tree Surgeons 

Charlie Stevens Long Compton Abbatoir Ltd 

Jai Purewal  Frederick Cooper Ltd

Rob Thomason Kenilworth M&J U14s

Ross Lowthian  Lowthian Builders Ltd

Dan Careless  Prostate Cancer UK

The Teams for 12th January 2019

To request a quote, arrange a meeting 
or to visit our facilities, please get in touch: 

E: enquiries@emmersonpress.co.uk
T: 01926 854400

www.emmersonpress.co.uk

High quality print
Fast turnaround times
Friendly & professional

service

TEAM NOT AVAILABLE AT TIM
E OF GOING TO PRESS
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Would you believe we 
currently have 1006 twitter 
followers and they all get 
the superb tweets sent out 
during our games. 

Congratulations (again) to 
No9 Gaz Renowden who 
was named in the Coventry 
Telegraph Rugby team of the 
year for levels 5 and below.

Ed Hannam has scored ten 
tries in his last six games, 
with three last week, not 
to mention that very big 
one when we played at 
Silhillians.

Our Ladies are holding an 
introductory Inner Warrior 
event on 17th Jan and we 
may well fi nd one or two new 
players like Holly Glover! 

Try and get to Olney next 
week if you can to support 
the boys as we try to get to a 
Twickenham Final, 3 games 
to win.

We have the best defensive 
record in the league (next 
are Earlsdon) but we are 
fi fteen behind the top scorers 
Kidderminster.

TONIGHT’S LOTTERY NUMBERS

6

9

10

17

19

43

    
WHAT’S ON AT KRFC 

12th Jan v Silhillians  2.15pm

13th Jan Ladies v Buckingham Swans 2.00pm

17th Jan Ladies Inner Warrior 7.00pm

19th Jan Olney away, Int Cup semi-fi nal  
 2.00pm

20th Jan Ladies DS v Old Newtonians 2.00pm

25th Jan Burns Night 7.00pm

26th Jan 2nd XV v Barkers Butts 2.15pm

26th Jan Colts v Lutterworth  2.15pm

2nd Feb v Earlsdon: AJA LUNCH 2.15pm

9th Feb 2nd XV v Rugby Lions 2.15pm

16th Feb Colts v Broadstreet 2.15pm

17th Feb Ladies v Coventry Welsh 2.00pm

23rd Feb Ladies v B’ham Moseley 2.00pm

All of the forthcoming Six Nations games will be 
shown at the club on our big screens.  

www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

KENILWORTH RFC 1ST FIXTURES 
2018/2019

Date Opposition For Agst. Pos.
08 09 18  Old Laurentian (a) 34 16 3rd 
15 09 18 Rugby St Andrews (h) 62 22 1st
22 09 18   
29 09 18 Silhillians (a) 24 14 1st
06 10 18 Barkers Butts (h) 59 21 1st
13 10 18 Wolverhampton (h) 24 22 Int Cup
20 10 19 Earlsdon (a) 18 19 3rd
27 10 18 Evesham (h) 21 7 2nd
03 11 18 Southam (a) 36 6 2nd
10 11 18 Stafford 39 7 Int Cup 
17 11 18 Kidderminster (a) 27 14 1st
24 11 18 Market R. & Louth (h) HWO  Int Cup
01 12 18 Leamington (h) 20 5 1st
08 12 18 Nuneaton Old Eds (a) 20 12 1st
15 12 18 Old Coventrians (h) 20 5 1st
19 12 18 Old Laurentian (a) 34 17  
 Warwikshire Shield
05 01 19 Rugby St Andrews (a) 37 13 1st
12 01 19 Silhillians (h)  
19 01 19 Olney (a) Int Cup - Mids semi-fi nal
26 01 19 Barkers Butts (a)  
02 02 19 Earlsdon (h)  
09 02 19 Int Cup, reserve date  
16 02 19 Evesham (a)  
23 02 19 Int Cup, reserve date  
02 03 19 Southam (h)  
09 03 19 Kidderminster (h)   
16 03 19 Int Cup, Midlands Final  
23 03 19 Leamington (a)  
30 03 19 Nuneaton Old Eds (h)  
06 04 19 Old Coventrians (a)  
13 04 19 Old Laurentian (h)  
20 04 19 Int Cup, semi-fi nal v North  
27 04 19 League play-off  
04 05 19 Int Cup Final
Played: 15, Won:  14, Lost: 1, Drawn: 0, 
Pts for: 473, Pts agst: 200 

NEXT FEW WEEKS
Next week we are off to Olney in the Midlands 

semi fi nal of the Intermediate Cup and the boys would 
love to run out to a big travelling support. Olney lies to 
the south east of Northampton and to the north east 
of Newport Pagnell and is ~50 miles away, about 1 hr 
using the M45 and M1 (junction 15). The address is 
East Street, Olney, MK46 4DW. The following week, 
26th Jan, we are at Barkers Butts in the league before 
returning home for a game with Earlsdon on the 2nd 
February. 

LAST FEW WEEKS
What a horrible wet, cold and windy day when we 

played Old Coventrians the week before Christmas and 
we did very well to come away with a bonus point win, 
20-5, with tries from Ollie Sharples, Ed Hannam, Bobby 
Thompson & Gaz Renowden. The following Wednesday 
night we took on Old Laurentian in the Warwickshire 
Shield and also ran out winners 34-17 with tries for 
Ed Hannam (2), Tom Naismith, Chris Pemble, Bobby 
Thompson & Jack Rawlins, his fi rst senior try. This was 
a very impressive performance from a changed squad 
which included Colts Rob Poulter and Jack Rawlins. 
Last week against Rugby St Andrews we were all 
waiting to see if we could maintain our fi ne form into 
the New year and second half of the season. This we 
did with a splendid bonus point 37-13 win with six 
tries from Ed Hannam (3), Gaz Renowden and Rhidian 
Booth. This was Rhidian’s fi rst try for Kenilworth since 
the 05/06 season, his 8th in total. This result was all 
the better when news fed through of the defeats for 
Kidderminster, Nuneaton Old Eds and Earlsdon!

Our Second XV has not played since the 1st Dec 
with teams crying off against us as well as ourselves 

being the guilty party. This is getting quite serious at 
our level.

Our Colts are going from strength to strength and 
the week before Christmas they had a truly superb 12-0 
win over the league leaders Old Leamingtonians. They 
followed this up a week later with a 15-15 draw at Long 
Buckby, in a game which, to be truthful, they should 
have won. Last week Barkers Butts Colts withdrew 
from the Colts league fi xture too late to pick up another 
game and it is quite sad to see that Barkers have indeed 
now pulled out of the Colts league. 

BURNS NIGHT
On January 25th we are holding another of our 

very popular Burns Night Dinners and full details of 
this have been issued in our News and posted on the 
web site. Further info is available from Rob Blacklock 
on rob_blacklock@hotmail.com 

Rhidian Booth, try scorer last week

DoR Jai & Nick Collett
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Peacock’s Corner

Action at Stratford

NEW YEAR NEW HOPE: Last weekend there was 
defi nitely a new Wasps on parade, with more bite, 
commitment and a desire to sneak across the line. 
And yes, they fi nally got a bit of much-needed luck 
with their fi nal try to claim a victory that sent them 
up the Premiership table into European contention in 
sixth place. 

During the season Wasps have been haemorrhaging 
points, players and fans.  One of the biggest noises at 
the end of what was a disjointed match was the mass 
sigh of relief that rose from both the team and the Ricoh 
faithful who made the trip.

It was only Wasps’ third win at home in all 
competitions this season. Even the most ardent fan 
might have been taking a glance over their shoulder to 
look down the league, staring into those murky, chilling 
waters of relegation. 

And it is the fear of relegation that keeps most  
Premiership rugby club owners awake at night. 
Last weekend rumour had it that there could be a 
break away from the RFU and the creation of a new 
independent league.

The reports, which surfaced in that reliable organ, 
the Mail on Sunday, claimed they had seen the minutes 
from a recent meeting between the Premiership clubs’ 
chairmen threatening to form an unregulated league 
outside the control of the RFU, should the national 
governing body ultimately turn down the league’s 
proposal to scrap relegation.

Bolstered after trousering millions from venture 
capitalist, the clubs are looking to protect their 
investment and kill off the aspirations of every club. A 
breakaway would threaten the whole structure of the 
game and in a Rugby World Cup year put at risk the 
eight-year, £200 million professional game agreement 
signed between the RFU and Premiership clubs back 
in 2016. Clearly, after nearly a quarter of a century, 
the RFU must fi nally get to grips with the professional 
game structure and drag itself into the 21st Century. 

We’re now halfway through the season with the 
fi nal European rounds over the next two weekends, 
and then we have the prospect of a pre-Rugby World 
Cup Six Nations with seats on the planes to Japan 
up for grabs. 

Last weekend there was a seat of your pants 
performance from Sale Sharks whose win over 

Saracens was enthralling. Steve Diamond, Sale’s 
director of rugby, looked like the cat with the cream 
at the end. Coach Diamond is a good old crusty front 
row forward looking for an argument anywhere and in 
last week he showed that he was able to frighten the 
life out of his charges and encourage them to perform 
at their peak.

One piece of good news from the game was the 
lumbering return of Big Billy. Worryingly he looked to 
have shed a few pounds, so hopefully, he will continue 
his return to match fi tness and compete more strongly 
for food at the Vunipola family dinner table. 

Down at Sixways, Worcester Warriors win over 
Bath in a 99-minute epic will live long in the memory. 
There has been a welcome reward their England 
international back-row Ted Hill who has been included 
in the England Under-20’s 32-mate Elite Player Squad 
for the 2018/2019 season.

Hill won his fi rst senior cap during last year’s 
autumn internationals, coming off the bench against 
Japan at the age of 19. Warriors saw the error of their 
ways, realized that Hill was not under contract, so 
promptly signed Hill to secure his services.

Joining Hill in the squad for the this year’s Under-20 
Six Nations and World Rugby Under-20 Championship 
in the summer is Harlequins fl y-half Marcus Smith. 
Young Smith spent several training camps with the 
senior side last season as an apprentice and has been 
carefully nurtured by Harlequins this season. 

Form, fi tness and injury play havoc in World Cup 
years. Casting the net high, far and wide is a necessary 
component for any international side. Both Hill and 
Smith are on the radar of Coach Jones and, if they 
have a successful season, they may be outside bets 
to make the trip to Japan. 

Next up this weekend is the return to European 
rugby which is now at the business end of the 
competition. Irish and French sides appear to be in 
pole position, even if French giants Toulon and Castres 
languish at the bottom of their respective groups. 

But there are hopes for upsets and what would 
Exeter give for a home win against Castres and a 
Gloucester win over Munster. Home wins would then 
set up Exeter for a winner takes all clash with Munster 
the following week. Umm…let’s just hope for that one.


